
FLINT CULTURAL 
CENTER  
ACADEMY
A flint cultural center educational initiative



Home to nationally-recognized cultural institutions aimed at furthering 
the arts, sciences and humanities, the Flint Cultural Center is a truly 
unique educational and entertainment resource, serving Flint, 
Genesee County and mid-Michigan. 



Why a school?
In addition to offering so much to the community, the Flint Cultural 
Center has long provided high quality educational opportunities. Each 
year, tens of thousands of students from the Flint and the surrounding 
region participate in learning experiences on the Cultural Center 
campus.  



Why a 
school?

While measures of self-control, 
such as “doing your 
work,” are generally 
considered to be good 
predictors of a child’s success 
in school, research indicates 
that curiosity and an eagerness 
to learn new things are equally 
strong at predicting academic 
achievement.

C.S. Mott Center for Human 
Growth and Development, Wayne 
State University, and the C.S. 
Mott Children’s Hospital, 
University of Michigan 



Why a 
school?

Based on the findings of four 
longitudinal studies, the 
National Endowment for the 
Arts suggests that “students 
who have arts-rich 
experiences in school do 
better across-the-board 
academically, and they also 
become more active and 
engaged citizens, voting and 
volunteering and generally 
participating at higher rates 
than their peers.”



The second largest art museum in the state, The Flint Institute of Arts recently 
added a glass-making “hot shop” and new contemporary crafts galleries to its 
already impressive offerings.



The Flint School of Performing Arts (FSPA) is the largest community arts school 
in Michigan. The Flint Symphony Orchestra (FSO) is composed of 77 
professional musicians and is led by Maestro Enrique Diemecke, one of the 
world's most dynamic maestros.



Nationally recognized for its provocative, intergenerational programming, Flint 
Youth Theatre (FYT) presents award-winning professional theatrical productions 
and offers year-round classes for area youth through its Drama School. 



Explore the wonders of outer space and experience scientific discovery at 
Michigan's largest planetarium. Dazzle your senses with all-new full dome 
shows. Family science activities and special exhibits are also presented 
throughout the year.



Featuring an ever-changing array of exhibits, lectures and workshops, the 
Sloan Museum brings history, culture, and technology brought to life for 
the entire family. 



From music and dance, to dramatic plays, comedy acts and concerts, The 
Whiting offers the very best in live performances in its 2,000-seat 
professional performing arts venue. 



Books, computer labs, Wi-Fi, maker spaces and a variety of free 
programming and events – that’s just the start of the resources available at 
the Flint Public Library.  

http://fpl.info/for-kids/parent-pointers/
http://fpl.info/for-kids/parent-pointers/


Built in 1916 as a home and working farm for the Charles Stewart Mott family, 
today the 34 – acre Applewood Estate, which is listed on the National Registry 
of Historic Places, offers visitors opportunities to learn, share and grow.



Beginning in the summer of 2015, Cultural Center leaders began 
exploring ways to aggregate existing campus talents and capacities 
by developing a unique K-12 Charter School -



Unique Possibilities 
for Teaching and 
Learning

In addition to receiving 
high-quality instruction, 
students would 
participate each school 
day in activities and 
programs at the Cultural 
Center institutions.

This unique school day is 
designed to engage and 
inspire students to 
become active, lifelong 
learners.



Academy Vision

• Arts and Sciences

• Challenge Norms

• Emphasis on Learning by Doing
• Results that accelerate achievement and growth

• Emphasis on the Whole Child and Whole School 
Integration

• Engaged Learners
• Self-Directed Learners
• Critical Thinkers
• Active Participants in the Community



Academy Goals

• Serve the children of Flint and Genesee County.

• Connect children to their learning through emersion in 
the arts, science and technology.

• Achieve outcomes that establish new and higher norms 
for learning and student engagement.

• Demonstrate an approach to teaching and learning 
that is highly engaging and highly effective .

• Demonstrate the value and efficacy of private/public 
partnerships in public school reform and 
transformation.



Academy Stakeholders

• Steering Committee
• Directors of Campus Institutions
• Lead Educators of Institutions 

• Boards of Campus Institutions

• Prospective Academy Board
• Five Members Identified (Filing w/ GVSU 

Complete)

• Children and Families of Greater Flint and the Genesee 
County Community



“Academy Partners

• Flint Cultural Center 
Corporation

• Grand Valley State University

• EL Education, Inc. 
(Expeditionary Learning)

• THA Architects and Engineers

• Collins and Blaha Law Firm

• Taylor and Morgan CPA, PC



Status Report
Developing our Concept –
Implementing our Vision

Timeline

• Finalize Funding (June 2018)
• Begin Construction (June 2018)
• Marketing / Public Information (Fall 2018)
• Recruiting Families (Winter 2019)
• Enrollment (Spring 2019)
• Recruiting Staff (Spring 2019)
• Training Staff (Summer 2019)
• Orientation (Summer 2019)
• First day of School (Fall 2019)



Important Links

• The Flint Cultural Center – www.flintcultural.org
• Flint Institute of Arts - www.flintarts.org
• Flint Institute of Music – www.thefim.org

• Flint Youth Theatre – thefyt.org
• Flint School of Performing Arts – www.thefspa.org
• Flint Symphony Orchestra – www.thefso.org

• Longway Planetarium – www.sloanlongway.org
• Sloan Museum – www.sloanlongway.org
• The Whiting – www.thewhiting.com
• The Flint Public Library – www.fpl.info
• Flint Cultural Center Corporation – www.fcccorp.org
• Applewood Estate – www.ruthmottfoundation.org/applewood
• EL Education, Inc. – www.eleducation.org

http://www.flintcultural.org/
http://www.flintarts.org/
http://www.thefim.org/
http://www.thefyt.org/
http://www.thefspa.org/
http://www.thefso.org/
http://www.sloanlongway.org/
http://www.sloanlongway.org/
http://www.thewhiting.com/
http://www.fpl.info/
http://www.fcccorp.org/
http://www.ruthmottfoundation.org/applewood
http://www.eleducation.org/


Our Campus



Comments and Questions
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